
7th February, 2018 

Mrs Sharon Martin,  

Chairperson Gingin District High School Council 

1 Daw Street GINGIN 6503  

cc: GDHS Council & Mr Shane Love MLA 

Dear Sharon, 

I am writing with my resignation from the GDHS Council, as requested by Mr Kevin Brady, given 

that our children no longer attend the school.  I thank the School Council for the opportunity to 

serve over the last three years. 

From my experience, I believe that the GDHS teachers have developed a good code of conduct in 

the GDHS CRTTR values (Care, Respect, (Truth), Trust and Responsibility). It was my perception 

that there were little consequences for when students did not display these virtues and demonstrated 

anti-social behaviour. I urge the GDHS’s administration to address this and for the School Council 

to continually report on these issues. I believe this is a priority for all the students and especially 

those that continue on to complete year ten and socialize in our community.   

Further to this, I urge the Council to continue to address: 

(i) Decreasing student enrolment numbers.  There are numbers and reasons provided in the 

2017 departmental review. Various councilors have offered to help in attracting funding for GDHS 

but I did not see suggested initiatives investigated by the GDHS’s administration;   

(ii) Educational assistants in the classrooms that have disruptive students and other appropriate 

management for students whose behaviors’ are problematic. I believe that the teachers and school 

chaplain need more support from the GDHS administration and the Department of Education; and 

(iii) Valuing the GDHS teachers. The teachers’ morale was low for the three years I served on 

council. 

In my time, it has become apparent that the school council has little ability to instigate change or 

influence the School’s administration.  Suggestions made by councilors were still being discussed 

two years after being raised, with little outcome apparent. Such suggestions included a ‘no mobile 

phone policy’ during school, phasing in ‘Bring Your Own Device’ and attracting funding from local 

business and or government agencies. 

From our family’s perspective, we have been grateful for all the work and passion that our childrens’ 

teachers have displayed.  The teachers have showed exceptional professional integrity and 

dedication, on behalf of our family we ask that this is passed on to all the teachers (specifically Mrs 
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Jupp, Miss Gilchrist, Miss Doherty, Mrs Stoffels, Miss Miller, Mrs Britza, Mrs Craig, Mrs Anderson, 

Mrs K Watson, Mrs R Watson and Mr Chipchase). 

I further thank the two chairpersons that I have served under and their contributions to GDHS: Mrs 

Sharon Martin and Mr Stephen Beckwith and all fellow councilors past and present. I sincerely wish 

the GDHS and the School Council success with their future endeavors.   

Sincerely, 

 

Sally Calder 

Mother of Freda, Vivien and Digby Barrett-Lennard  
 


